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November 23, 2015 
 
 
Dear Independence Family Members, 
 
As we embark on the holiday season, I wanted to take some time in an attempt to appropriately 
articulate my many thanks to you all for so many things.  This year in specific, has prompted me 
to share my thanks with you all.  Thank you for taking the time to read this as it is from my heart.   
 
I would like to thank my wonderful students.  There is nothing more exciting to me than to see 
your wonderful smiles and feel your happiness when you are at school.  You are very much a part 
of our community and in fact, the most important part.  You are the reason that we walk through 
the doors each day.  It is my hope, as your building Principal, that I work to provide you with a 
learning environment that makes you feel safe, that you know that there are adults that care 
about you, and that you can talk to if you need help with anything socially or emotionally.  I love 
that you also set goals that are individual to you and are challenging to help you continue to learn 
and achieve at high levels to prepare you for the next level of your education.  Thank you for 
coming to school and being the BEST students and putting forth effort and persevering each day 
to help me fulfill my dreams for you in life.  My biggest dream for you, my beloved students, is that 
you will grow emotionally, socially and academically while you are with us.  We will help develop 
positive character traits by working as partners with your parents to help transition you to the next 
stage of your lives, so you will be able to handle whatever comes your way successfully and with 
grace. 
 
I would like to thank my amazing staff for demonstrating incredible levels of dedication on a daily 
basis by performing their job responsibilities in a caring, professional and respectful manner.  
They work tirelessly to do the best things for children within the capacity of their job within our 
school.  I am thankful for the level of communication and support from staff members to one 
another whether it is personal or professional.  That support can often take additional time, and in 
the business of education, time is of the essence. The caring culture that lives and breathes in 
this building is contagious and inspiring.  We have leaders that step up in all areas and in all 
support roles and much of the leadership preparation and work behind the scenes can sometimes 
go unnoticed.  For that, I apologize, but please know that your efforts are much appreciated.  I 
appreciate every member of our staff so much and feel so blessed to work alongside and learn 
with you each day. 
 

Emily Pavia 
Principal 

 
Phone: 636-851-5900 

emily.pavia@fhsdschools.org 
 



I would like to thank my entire parent community for being such an incredible support system for 
our school.  Thank you for entrusting us with your most precious children each day.  Thank you 
for working with them at home to help support their learning.  Thank you for helping to teach them 
good character traits and for modeling those positive traits as well.  Thank you for always being 
willing to donate your time and energy to help support our efforts as a school with our many 
initiatives.   We have parents that volunteer in many different ways to help us function on a daily 
basis.  Each volunteer is important and valued no matter what their contribution is, from making 
copies or running the laminator to working with small groups of students.  You are truly a fabulous 
group of parents and I feel so very lucky to get to work with you each day.  I have worked in 
several different schools over my years of service in education at different levels, and I can tell 
you that this parent community is very special and quite unique.  The level of support and care is 
incomparable to all others.  When I share the level of support at meetings others simply can’t 
believe and can’t relate to what we have at Independence and again that just affirms the 
wonderful parent environment we have in our community. Thank you for trusting in our school 
improvement efforts and supporting us to help your children learn and grow in all capacities. 
 
Lastly, I would like to thank my entire community, staff, students, and parents for the 
indescribable support that you all have provided my family.  Many of you are aware that I took an 
extended leave last year during fourth quarter when my husband passed away suddenly.  The 
support came in so many different forms from receiving encouraging emails, cards, flowers, 
books, calls to see if I needed groceries dropped off, dinners brought to my home on a regular 
and consistent basis for so many months and the continuous check-ins to this day.  Many of you 
know that I don’t have family in Missouri, as I am from Illinois. So, my family is essentially this 
community, and I am so thankful for the support that you all have provided us.  I returned for the 
last two weeks of school on and off for half days.  As the summer came to a close and we were 
preparing to start the school year, I can honestly tell you that I was extremely nervous and scared 
to return to school.  There were times that I questioned whether or not I could come back and 
help lead our school and maintain the high energy and growth mind-set that I expect of myself, 
staff and students.  This school and helping students, staff and families is my passion and all that 
I know, and it is what I love to do.  I can’t imagine doing anything else in life.  What helped me find 
the courage and begin to feel comfortable and less nervous was the support and love I felt from 
my staff, students and parents.  The smiles and hugs that I received initially and continue to 
receive are so comforting.  They continue to remind me that everyone cares, and that is so 
incredibly meaningful to me.  I realize that I can never repay the support, but I wanted to attempt 
to convey my true feelings and many thanks by sharing my genuine feelings from my heart.  I feel 
like I get stronger each day and my strength comes from the love and support I receive from this 
amazing community.  Thank you all and I wish you a blessed and wonderful holiday season.   
 
Love, 
 
 
 
Emily Pavia 
 


